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ASSOCIATION  OF

FREE  COMMUNITY  PAPERS

November 13, 2017 
 

The Honorable Rhonda K. Scmidtlein, Chairman 
The Honorable David S. Johanson, Vice Chairman 
The Honorable Irving Williamson, Commissioner 
The Honorable Meredith Broadbent, Commissioner 
The Honorable F. Scott Kieff, Commisioner 
 

 Subject: Uncoated Groundwood Paper from Canada, INV. No, 701-TA-584 
   and 731-TA-1382 
 

Dear United States International Trade Commission Commissioners: 
 

 Our membership represents community publications distributed to more than 
14,000,000 homes across the United States. The connection our publications bridge 
between the local consumers and merchants in the communities we service is an 
essential component to maintaining a stable local economy. 
 

 Almost all of those publications rely on uncoated groundwood paper to 
publish their papers every week, and any actions relating to the imposition of 
excessive import duties on the largest raw materials component of our papers would 
have a catastrophic impact. That impact would impact our employees, the employees 
of the companies that advertise in our publications, and most importantly, the 
readers who rely on the information provided by our publications. 
  

 Tampering with an information source to millions of Americans and the 
welfare of several hundred thousand publishing company employees to deal with a 
situation with newsprint that has evolved over the last 50 years and a company with 
400 employees does not seem to be prudent public policy. This complex issue needs 
to be examined carefully, and potential solutions need to be planned to minimize 
long-term, negative impacts in favor of more positive outcomes. 
 

 We appreciate your consideration of our deepest concerns. 
 

Respectfully, 
 



      
Shane Goodman (President)    Charlie Delatorre (1st Vice President) 
President      President 
Big Green Umbrella Media    Tower Publications 
 

    
Michael VanStry (2nd Vice President)   John Draper (3rd Vice President) 
Publisher      Publisher  
Coastal View News     Pipestone County Star 
 

    
Karen Sawicz (Secretary / Treasurer)   Greg Birkett (Past President) 
Publisher      Publisher 
Lake Country Pennysaver    Dubuque Advertiser 
 

    
Carol Toomey      Will Thomas 
Publisher      CEO 
Action Unlimited     Exchange Media Group 
 

    
Daniel Alexander     Lee Borkowski 
President / Publisher     Regional Manager 
Sun Community News    Woodward Communications 
 

              
Terri Drake      Randy Miller 
Publisher      General Sales Manager 
Giant Nickel      The Merchandiser 
 

    
Rich Paulsen      Farris Robinson 
Publisher      President 
Southwest Iowa Shopper    Hometown News 
 



          
Caroline Quattlebaum    Steven Silver 
Co-Publisher      Publisher 
The Southeast Sun     Yankee Pennysaver 
 

          
Trevor Slette      John Hemperly 
Publisher      Sales Manager 
Citizen Publishing Co.    Engle Printing & Publishing 

 

                            
David Sickels      A. Loren Colburn 
Managing Editor     Executive Director 
The Post Newspapers     Association of Free Community Papers 

Gustave C. Semon
Vice President
Trumbull Printing


